PLANET of the APES DESKTOP THEME

Hi there and thanks for downloading my desktop theme. The following notes are provided to assist you with any questions you may have about its contents and/or how to install it. If you would like to email me, I have no life and love to hear from folks who’ve downloaded my desktop themes (the nice ones, that is).  My email address is general@generalconquest.com.

Installing

When you decompress the download file, you should see three items: one desktop theme installer, one screensaver installer, and this document.

1. Install the screensaver. You can install the screensaver by simply double-clicking on the Planet of the Apes Screensaver icon and selecting Setup.

2. Install the desktop themes. Similarly, you can install the actual desktop themes by double-clicking on the Planet of the Apes Desktop icon and following the simple instructions. You will then be able to access the themes through your theme manager.

Desktop Architect

This theme was intended to be used with a theme manager called Desktop Architect. It is not necessary that you have Desktop Architect installed to use this theme, but some extra features will not automatically load, such as the system icons and the startup and shutdown screens.

I highly recommend you download and install Desktop Architect, not just for this theme, but because it’s simply the best software available for managing and building desktop themes.  You can download a free copy at www.desktoparchitect.com or at my website.

Theme Components

Cursors:  The cursors for this theme are mostly the standard Windows 3D cursors, with some modifications. I tweaked the colors a bit and added some animation to a few of them, such as the Move and resize cursors. The Busy cursor was made by capturing freeze frames from the DVD and pasting them into an animation with Microangelo 5.

Icons:  The icons for theme were created using Microangelo 5, which is a program I highly recommend for any type of icon or cursor editing. 

The various system icons included (folders, files, drives, etc.) will not change if you are loading the themes from the Windows theme manager. They will only load with Desktop Architect.

Logos:  The logos are system files that will replace the default Windows startup and shutdown graphics. Like the system icons, these will only load automatically with Desktop Architect.

To change the logos manually, first create backups of your originals by copying them to a directory you’ll remember. Logo.sys is located in the root hard drive directory (C:\). Logow.sys and logos.sys are located in the Windows directory.

Next you’ll need to rename the new logo files and copy them to those locations. For example, mlogo.sys becomes logo.sys and goes in the root hard drive directory. 1968 logos.sys becomes logos.sys and goes in the Windows directory. And so on.

Screensavers:  The screensaver were built using Webshots Toolbox, a program that is sadly not available or supported anymore. The graphics from the movie were taken from still frames of the DVD. 

Sounds:  The event sounds are stored in wav format. They were recorded from the DVD or soundtrack CD. Many of the sounds are compressed in an MP3 format. As a result, Windows will not be able to read them unless you are using Windows Media Player 7 or above. If you are not hearing many of the sounds with the theme, this is most likely the problem. 

Wallpaper:  The wallpaper is stored in JPG format in 1024x768 resolution. I scanned it from the cover of the DVD and made some alterations to the colors and saturation. It should stretch or contract to fit your desktop resolution.

Webview:  The webview graphics are visible only in Windows 98.  They appear in Windows Explorer only if you have the View As Webpage option turned on.

You may notice that some of the file names for this theme are labeled 1968. That’s because I have another Planet of the Apes theme, for the newer Tim Burton version. You can download it from my website as well. 

Well, that’s about it.  If you still have any questions or comments, feel free to email me. And I hope you enjoy the desktop theme. Cheers,

 - GC

